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( MRS • AIZL.&IJB BOODLI88 

' to H 1D the hoiDB aDd DOt a the plltlio platfora,had. Hen a~uaed 

~Y a peraoul tr.4y,to tha ~reat Deed tor llo• 118k1DC• Jlra.Boodleaa• 

little aon lla4 died at the ~ ot ei&hteea mntba,daa to ur MrD 

laok of kDowleQce of food aDd nut~tion. 

out of thia tr~7 in ur llfe,o._ bar detenai.DatioD to ana the 

children of other ~thera f~m a at.ilar fate,a datermiaation te 

( At a Pa~ra• IDatitute OODwention,llald at the Ontario Agrioult-

ural Ooll ... ,Gualpb.,Jira,Boodleaa wu uked to apeak aDd IDHe her 

tlrat plea tor the edaoat1on et rural wo.an ln the '-alo prinoiplu 

ot ·»• .Utuc.slla apob ot the llo• aa the toUDdatlon ot the nat-

ion and ae4e a plea tor the aata~lia~t of hoiDB ewoDOmlo olaaaea 

and houaebold aoieDOe olaaaea 1D l'Q.ftl aohoola and for an eduoaUon 

that would tit WOIDBD tor tlleir teak u -.. ~uildara of the nation 

and mtlt.era of tha future. 

Bar •••ace •de a deep impreaaio:a oa Mr. Brlud Lee ef Sto•y 

Creek aDd upon IIlia arrh'al -.. fi'OII \he oouentio~a,Mr .Lee arrmace4 . 

ideaa for taa fonMt.ioa ot an e:rg8Dlsat1aa at rural wo-n. 

( 
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~·· atll'riJIC ccheaa,an a1Mt1an at ett1oen -.ok plaoe 

and tu t1rat w..n• a lDatltate 1D tM wrK •- ln~ 'Mlac 

the tUJ'Il et the oeA~UJ .lntareatecl ercan,sera were oar171Dc 

tha IuaU .• ate pVJOH to :nnl ....unl\laa.ta all Hotlona ot 

Ooav .lln.J .o .Danoe.Xl»palll u4 J&ra.Deull PliiO.*»l•tu 

atteBilecl tM ••Uap.ti"M'alll»c w1\ll •rae aD4 1tQgln.t• 

their loaal OOJIIIIUD1 ty .!» idea wu ahued 1t7 ethera aDil later 

'Me- a real1 t¥ •*- ea h'Nur7 9~ 1907 •• ~raoll wu arc-

anlHCl at Mapletea. 
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• Home of Mr. 
and lira. John 
Brodie, south 
of Mapleton, 
where the 
Kings mill
llapl eton 
Women's 
Institute 
was first 
organized on 
February 9th, 
!907. 

on February 9t h,I907 ,a branch of the Women's Institute was o~snized 

at the home of tJr. end Urs . John Brodie, south of i.lapleton.It was first known 

as the Mapl etonWomen•s Institute , but owing to i ts r apid growth and the 

extension of the territor,y, the name bec ame chenged , in I9I2,to 'Kingsttdll

lJ.epleton• Women' s !Jiat itute. 

Mrs . I s aac Pritchard of qlmer was the Government spesker. In the ear}¥ days , 

I 
the sick were oared tor 1n the bomea,so as a special feature on this pro-

gram, llrs.Pritohard deDDnst~ted the proper way of chSDging e patient's bed . 

U the same hour sa this inaugural meeting,the men f ol k were enjoying a 

Farmer ' s Institute meeting in the school house. 

After organization the problea was bow to get me~rs to attend the meetings. 

This problem was solved only by v isiting the homes and urging the women to 

bring their home problems to the meetinga ,where they could be dis cussed, as 

the DX>tto of the Women•s Institut e is - ' For Home and Country' • 

When the women beoeme interested and realised the need tor this organizs t-

ion, they became wonderful workers.Interesting and helptul programs were 

given, including improved methods of raisillg poultey,exchaZJging recipes, 
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deDDnatationa on clresamaklng,bome nursing etc. 

AtteDdtQg that organization meeting were : - Urs.Densil Finch,Mrs.David 

White,Mrs.John Brodie,MrB.J.C.Danoe,Lillian Danoe,~.Anael Bref,M&Ud Bray, 

~.Culver Finch,Florence Finch aDd Leota Cloes,teecher of the Uspleton 

School. At the time of the writing of this history ,of those present at the 

inaugural meeting,onl¥ Kra.Plorenoe(Pinch) lib.Gregor is living. 

Mrs.Densil Finch was elected the first president of the society with Leota 

Cloes,secretar.y.The meetiJJga were to be held the first Thursday of each 

month.This society 1s unique in the fact that down tb.roQgh the yeera,no 

president has served mre than one year, in thet oapacl ty .Pl'om I907 to I95 I, 

the presidents are as follows :-

l.trs~Densil Finoh,Mrs.David \'lh1te, Krs.J .C.Dance, .Jiias Mary XJ.Dg, lira. Lewis 

Uo.Xe~JD¥, llr'a.James lbore(Sr), Jlra.J.l4.CliDB, , llrs.Charles King, Kra.David 

Caughell, llraeJohn Bray, ilrs.llahlon Brq, ura.Roy Charlton, Jlrs.James Drake, 

Mra.Artbur Jt>ore, J.lra.Bruce Brown, Jlrs.lby .as.Gregor, Ml"B.Carlton Danoe, 

Ura.SkeDe Smith, Jlrs.John Evert, llr:'s.Wllliam Orris, Kra.Hiram Peer, Ura. 

Neil Ouriis, Mn.Walter Klms, llrs.John Smith, lb's.Jamea lbore(Jr)llra.W.H. 

Legg, Jitra.Sam Legg, Mrs.Elm&r :.bssey, ura.J .C .Jenkins, Mrs.Claude Hoover, 

l.lrs.Wesley Phillips, Urs.Cbarles Cline, Jlrs.Bruce Roher, Jlra.Rosa Evert, 

Urs.Bobert Cline, Ura.Wiltred Herbert, llrs.Ivan Warren, J.trs.Jobn Donald, 

Urs.Heney Legg, Urs.Wilfred Faulds, Krs.RaJph Stover, llrs.Ruasell .umes, 

1lrs.Francis Cline, Mrs.Harry Carter. 

The e arly history of the Kingsmill-~pleton Institute is a history of the 

surrounding cummunity.To read the minutes,is to see pass in review,the deer 

ones WhO have DOW passed on,wbo Jlave SG freely Of the ir time end labour. 

It is to see t he c hildren and grandchildren of tbostpioneera in the nDVement, 

g rown t o womanhood end shouldering t he resp:>nsibilities of carrying on the 
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work.The lett.era of apprecietion,reed meeting after meeting, tell a story of 

t•a~ies ,siokness,deaths or the moving aw~ of some lo~al member.The~ also 

tell of Jo~s,as well - births,marriage,reooYeries from illDess and accidents. 

It has often bean because of the ceaseless labour ern never tailing interest of 

every member,supported b~ the ever willing husbands and men folk,thet the 

Institute hes,not only survived,but has gone steedi~ aheed,doing f iner and 

better things each ~ear. 

From 1907 to 1951 the secretaries have been :-

111ss Leota Cloes, lars.John Brodie, Urs.Charles Brooks, Essie Hoover (1913) 

~ry Parka ( 1914) , Florence Finch { 1915) , Annie Gent ( 19 16) , Flo renee Finch 

(1917), Mabel Br~(1918), ~.Carlton DBDce (1919) , Mra.Mahlon Br~ (1920-23) 

Mrs.orman Derrough(1924-25), ~s.Mabel(Bray)Smith(l926), ~tle Paddon 
Evert 

( 1927-29), GertrudtW 1930), Urs.John Evert{I93I-33), Alta Holmes( 1934-35) 

Alta (Ho l.mes) Dobbie ( 1936-37) , 1.lrs . Robert Abell ( 1938-40) , MrsJ .c .Jenkins 

(1941-42), ~.Ralph Stover(l943-45), ur&.Bert Foster(l946-48), 

~s.Alvin Willse~{1949-51). 

In November 1932,at the home of Mr.and Mrs.John Evert,the twent~-fitth 

anniversary was observed.This was an outstanding event,with the first two 

presidents .urs.DeWlil Finch and .Mrs.David White present to review the ear4 

history of the societ~.SiDce the reoords prior to 1914 are not available, 

this was valuable information. 

The first twen~tive ~eera history of the Institute tell into three main 

divisions- (a) Befor6 Wbrld-War ji(I907-14), (b) During the war (1914-18) 1 

(c) After the war(I919-1932). 

Before the war,good work was done,good meetings were held,ooncerts end plays 

presented,tlowera and food sent t o the sick,quilts,olothing aDd tuel proYided 

tor the needjr. 
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Duriug the war,whenever a letter waa-reoehed from Mr.George o.:RJ.tnam, 

(Superintendent for Ontar io for 1904- I934)ask1ng the Institute to do 

what they could toward the war fund and for supplies for soldiers,our 

woman were ready to do their bit.The stirri~ patriotism and valiant cour

age of the women never lagged through ell those teyi~ yeara. They arose 

to the occasion then,as woman of alLl countries and ages have done,in time 

of war.The organization of the Institute,combined with the Red Cross gave 

them an avenue, through which to function systematically. 

B,y J~ar.y I9I5,they were 81ving recipes for eggless.milkless, batterless 

cekes.Th&¥ were bavi~ special meetings in order to make up bozes of cloth-

1~ for oversees. 

Every possible method was used tG raise fUDds for war work - concerts, 

food sales,contrilMltions,Red Crosa buttGDS were sold to members,sewing and 

lm4t,t1Dg was done in earnest,~ pairs of socks were s ent to the boys 

overse&s,together with Christmas boxea,couisting of cake,cookiea end s110kea 

The British Red Cross canvass was made 1n the neighbourhood and $ 75.00 was 

raised in one dey.The lnatitute undertook to support a Belgium family and 

also a priBGDer of war. 

A gift of $ 68.92 from the Uepleton Literary Society was used for patr~~tio 

work.In September I9I7,the members desired to go on reoord that they would 

accede to the wishes of the government,regardi»g the conservation of food, 

even be~re these deiii8Dds had been made fully kDown. 

!n ~ I9I8,it waa decided to accept the conditions of the Red Cross,in 

establishing a canning centre,for the preaenation of surplus fruits, 

vegetables and fowl.Mr.Brodie kindly loaned the butter room of his factory, 

for this proJect.DonatiDna of mney and produce came from lUddlelD8rch, 

Sparta,Luton,Salem,Lfons,Rodney,Belmont and Harrie tsville!Dstitue branches. 

c 
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and t he surrounding district. 

Celia E.Bluet of London was aupervisor.Together with the untiring efforts 

ot the commit t ee and helpera, the contribution of the canning centre for 

overseaa,was :- 63!3 cans or !8 ,939 pounds of canned truit,vegetablea, 

chioken,etc.,which was valued at $ 408!.60 . 

Garden parties were held to incr ease the funds.The first was at the home 

of ar.and ura . Walter Ashton,KiQgsmlll,August IIth,I9I5 which net ted$ 53.26 • • 

The second one was at the home of Mr.and Mrs.John Br~ , Mapleton , .August 21st 

I9I7,with a balance of $ II5.53.Then two monster garden parties on the farm 

ot Eardley Finch,were held in I9I8 and I9I9 with receipts of $723. 94 and 

$ !,027.24 and expenses of $272. 74 and $ 443.41 reaxecti'Yely. 

With this money,the Institute was enabled t o make a contribution t o the 

~moria! Hospital,st.Thomas,the Children's Aid Sooiety, s t.Thomas, end other 

relief work and worth¥ cauaes.Aoother garden party was held in a •oorner field 

ot the Walter Kunz farm,in July,I924,when $ 165.00 was realized.In August, 

in the Gomer field of the Abell farm at Crosaley-Hunter,anot her garden 

party was held,when $ 363.36 was realized.The i nteresting feature of the 

program for this event was a ladies' choral group,trained by Carman Learn 

especially tor the occasion. 

The t hird period of this history began when people were beginning to ad-

Just themselves to peace again9 and l ooking to the organization for self . . 
ip!Provement,charity,education and coiiiDWlit7 weltare.Donationa of games, 

pictures and viotrolas were made t o t he three sohoola{Klngsmill,U&pleton 

and Crossley- Hunter) in the di s t rict.oratorical contests were held and 

prizes given for school Fairs.In I935,e donation of 30.00 for music t o 

be taught in the schools,was made. 

Another wor thwhile work,underteken by the .Ihstitute was the improving end 
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beautifying of the Mapleton cemetery.In I92I-22 and 23,Decoretion Day was ~ 

hel d. In I927, the women of the Institute were invited by the cemetery board 

to Join them in a ' bee' at the Mapleton Cemetery to help beautify the place. 

A generous donation was granted by the society and a new fence was erected. 

Paint was purchased f or the fence and gate and the women did the painting 

themselves. • 

• In October the same year,a Garden D~ was held,when shrubs and plants,coll-

ected from the home gardena were pl anted in the cen:etery .The women looked 

after the care and upkeep of these fl~~r beds until a caretak&B could be 

·oot~ined.In July a donation of $50. 00 was given to the cemetery board and 

since th~n,the Disci ple Church and the Mapl eton Cemetery Boards have each . . 
4 1\ f\11o5 11'( 

received a donation of $ s.oo~ toward the upkeep of the two cemeteries. 

In I9I4, a c~itic was appointed,hopi~ to improve the conduction of the meet 

il'lgs. Miss ElJiva lt>ore and lU.ss Lfaud Bray acted in this capacity. 

In I9~6, the fi rst ' Gra:odmother•s ' program was held at the November meeting. 

A Grandnr>thers• 
meeting,held at 

the home of Mrs . 
S.L.Parka, in !932. 

Left to right :
Mrs.J.Lesl ie,Mrs.J. 
Ohute , Mrs.D.O.White , 
Mrs.J.Legg, Mrs. c. 
Bntterwor tbtYrs.EJBolmes 
Mr!teA.!bore9 J.Srs.s.Ger
ton, Mra.s.L.Parks, 
Mrs .u.Tay lor. 

Those taking part were -:~ Mrs.J.CJDance,urs.David White,urs. Denzil Finch, 

Mrs.Sam Garton,Mrs. Ancel Rr~,~.John R.Charlton, Mrs . Albert HOover and 

Mrs.Ar chibald.Gra.ndm>thers meetings have contilllled through the years and are 

( 
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hon~ row,aea~ed :lil-a Hiram Peer, Jlra.C.Bu,te:nona, 
ura.ThlU'JI:Iall JAU1 lolra.Walter Kuns. 

-.ck I'OW : lira .J .Leslie, Mra.BD7 Legg, Jlr8. W .H .Legg 1 
Mra.lDrDe G~, . .1.1ra.Bo7 Mo.Gregor, Kra.Ar~hur lt>oH. 
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!iii Speakan Platform tor the Opea Ail' · 
SUdq Senloe of the X1Dpm1ll Jllpleton 

-c . w. .... Iutlt• hel4 1n the C'J'OUIIla of 
the Cl'Oaal87 Blmter School. IIJ'f <.. 



-

frollt ROw - Jue Taylor, Jeaa lleikle, tala Aahtoll, Jeaie Betterly, 
Will Bolmu Baok lbw - George Jenkiu, Beatr1Ge allto•, L117 
Betterley, Graoe Apple:tord,Jeall Appletord, Glea Taylor. 

Th.e Croaaley Hwlter ScAoc.l 'M:tore 19 12. 1' 

a '9" 
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Gne of ,the highlights of the years program. 

This group 
at tended the 
August meeting 
in 19 IO ,at the 
bome of Urs. Roy 
Charlton. 

At the right end of the back row, is ~.Denzil Finoh, the first President 
(I907)The central figure,seated , is Mrs.John Brodie,at Whose home,the 
Ki~ll-~pleton Institute was o~anized in I907 .~.Brodie was aceret
ary in !908. 

Baok row - left to right - ~.Roy Charlton,~bel(Danoe)Elvea, ~a.Carlea 
KiDg, llrs.Paul Leathers, Uebel (White}Campbell, lfary King, 
Mrs. J.O.Dance, •• t •• , Bertha King , Jbos.Frank Weaver, Maud Bray, 
•• t • • , lbllie :Legg, llzll'.~ EYer\ (•itlh baby) , l:.abel(Bray)Smith, 
Mrs.D.O.White, Olara(Silver~, urs.D. Finoh, 

~ddle row :-~.wesley Brooks, ~.Uilliam Adame , ~.Silver, • •• ! •• • 
urs.John Brodie , Florenoe(Finch)~.Gregor, Velma ~.Taggart, 

Front row :- Ura. J .Cline, ~~t-s .D.Britton, Ura. Ch.arlea Brooks, Alma 
Silver, Stella(lil.Taggartl Johnson, Jqrtle Charlton, ilr'B.Oeoil lAgg. 

The two children are Clara Finch and Ervin Charlton. 

In 1927 a oook book was PQblished and an autograph quilt made,both of 

which realized splendid sums of money. 
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In I930,an outdoor,SUDd~ service. was held at the boiiiB of J:r.aDd Mrs. 

Arthur lbore,with ReY.Jesse Arnup D.D.,Toronto,as guest speeker.This 

service was mch enjoyed by the surrounding oonmmi ty and has baen a 

yearly event si,.nce. !930-3!-32 and 36 services were held at the hoiiiB of 
. 

Mr.aud Mrs.Arthur !.bore, 1933 was at the home of ur.and Urs.Ed.Holmes; 

1934-35 was at the home of ur.snd .Mrs.Lloyd ~idlaw; !937-38-39-40-41-

42-44-47 at the Crossley-Hunter school grounds; 1945-48 at the home of . 
l4r.and Mrs.John Donald; 1946 at the home of Mr.and l4rs.Ralph Stover; 

1943-49-5 I were in the Orossley-Hunter church and !950 was in the Church 

of Christ,Mapleton. 

An interestiiJg feature,through the years,has been the demnstrations, 

contests end roll cells,with prizes twice e year,given to those answering 

jhe mat roll calls during that period.Some of the early de110nstrat1ona 

were:- Salt yeast bread by ~.Splomon Parks in 1916; a demnatration of 
. 

angel cake making py Mrs.Thoms Hallllx>nd of J¥lmer.1n I93I,Mrs.Arcl:Die Robb 

of st.£holll8s,demnstrated sewiDg,showing how to make an inset pocket,cord.-

1ng,m1 tred corners on l~ne.n and taffeta sillc flovers. 

Rulb,seed and plant exohaxlges,with the idea 9f beautifyiiJg homes,have 
. . . 

created interest in flowers and made gardening more interestiiJg. 

improved health 09mitions haye always been foreJIX)st in t.he I nat i tute . pro

gram. In August I9I9,.urs.ca:rlton Dance p~stnted ' paper on the 'Importance . 
ot Medical Inspection for Rural Scbools',a:Cter which a discussion took 

place and a motion made to work on this project.1n January I92I,a letter 

was received from the Department,stating that medical inspection of schools 

in East Elgin would begin.First Aid kits have been placed in the schools 

' and many worth while addresses on health topios,given. 

( 

( 
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· In I938,a first aid and home nursing course was sp:>nsered by the Institute 
I 

and a elass of eight reeeived their oertificetesfrom the St.John's Ambulance 

Corps at St. Thomas&- llas.J .Howse,Mrs.Rslph Stover, Mrs.At • .Ashford; Mrs. 

Earl Bailey, Mrs.Ross Evert, Miss Hazel Simpson, Miss Ruby T&¥lor. Mrs.O.SIIlitJl 

l1iss Bess JOODermand was appointed Superintendent of Woman's Institutes and 

served from I934 to I939.Duri~ her term of offiee,she devoted her ene~ies 

to raisi~ the s tandards of home making to the highest level.She l ooked up:>n 

home ma.ki~ as a scienee and upon Vlomens Institutes as a means. of :furthering 

iiult education in everything that would assist women in the noble vocation 

of home making.The educational program of the Womens Institute was placed on 

co-operative basis,of:fering a definite outline of study in HOme Economics, 

in all its phases. 

Local Leader traini~ schools were provided :for members appointed to aot as 

leaders and t hey in turn,to conduct local study groups.Kingsmill Mapleton 

- t Tlhaolie ,alwa,ys read¥ to improve their knowledge,took advantage of this opp.. 

ortunity and sent leaders to a training school at Ay~r.In I936 - Mrs.Carl-

ton Dance- ' Refinishiug :furniture•,conducted by Miss Esther Slicter; Mrs. 

Roy ~.Gregor - ·~menship' - conducted by Miss Edith Collins - :fall of I936. 

In I938,Mrs.H.G.Ta,yl or and Mrs .sam Legg - 'JJeet Cooking' ,conducted by l!iss 

Gertrude Grey. 

These courses created a new Joy in home making and e keen desire :for further 

kllowledge.The girls also were provided tor,with Junior Home Makers Clubs. 

The leaders of these were :-

Spring !935- Mrs.Clarence Garton- 'Sewing•. 

Fall !935 - Mrs.W .H.Legg,with Mrs.R •. MoGregor,essistant 'Dressing up Home 

&rown Vegetables•. 
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